
UGANDA DESTINATION INFORMATION & TRAVEL TIPS  
 

VISA INFORMATION FOR UGANDA 
 

 
 
Source : Wikipedia -  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visa_policy_of_Uganda  
 
Uganda E-Visa Portal : https://visas.immigration.go.ug/ 
 
Visas for Uganda may be obtained at point of entry or online through the E-visa portal  
 

TYPES OF VISA VISA FEES IN USD 

ORDINARY VISA (SINGLE ENTRY) $ 50 

MULTIPLE ENTRY VISA $ 100 

 
East Africa Tourist Visa: this visa, issued by a convention between three countries, allows with a 
single visa to travel to Rwanda, Uganda and Kenya. This is a multiple entry visa valid for a 
maximum stay of 90 days. It costs US$101 and can be obtained at the embassies of Kenya if 
you start your trip in Kenya, of Uganda if you start your trip in Uganda or online on the Rwanda 
e-visa website if you start your trip in Rwanda. 
 
 

CLIMATE & WEATHER  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visa_policy_of_Uganda
https://visas.immigration.go.ug/


Located on the equator Uganda experiences a tropical climate in the south experiencing two 
wet seasons per year, while in the north a tad drier with only one wet and one dry season. In the 
south the first wet season runs from mid-September to November and again from March to May, 
however in the north the wet season runs from March to November. Temperature rarely 
fluctuates much, keeping in the range of about 26°C (78°F) during the day, although this can 
spike further north. Cooler evening and morning temperatures range around 16°C (61°F) 
although this can drop a touch at higher altitudes.  
 
Seasonality in Uganda and best time of year to visit :  
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Gorilla trekking is generally the primary reason for visiting Uganda, and trekking is made easier 
in the drier months when conditions are best for hiking and primates are easily spotted. Peak 
season would run from around June through August, and also again December through 
February 
 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 
 
It is vital that all travellers to Africa take comprehensive travel insurance to cover for trip 
cancellation or curtailment as well as medical expenses. Most lodges will charge up to full 
cancellation for any trips cancelled between 30 and 60 days prior to travel, hotels are more 
lenient but may still charge a cancellation fee. Airlines will also charge cancellation fees on 
booked tickets and rebooking/rerouting fees.  
 

PACKING TIPS & LUGGAGE 
 
Multi pocket jackets in safari khaki, trousers that zip off at the knee and sun hats with  
insect screens are not essential for your safari stay, unless you absolutely love them. However 
for gorilla trekking in Uganda there are a few essential items that will make your experience far 
more comfortable.  
 
To start with the basics avoid bright colours, especially black and blue. There are instances of 
Tsetse Fly in certain regions of Uganda and they are attracted to these colours. You should also 
avoid camouflage clothing and ladies should keep it modest, over the knee shorts or skirts, 
particularly in the rural villages.  
 



Any seasoned safari traveller will tell you that layering clothing is key, as temperatures can vary 
throughout the seasons and throughout the day. Choose light cotton where possible as Uganda 
gets hot and humid and remove layers as the day heats up, or add as the evening cools down. 
Light long sleeves and light cotton long trousers protect from the harsh sun in summer, although 
remember to pack high protection sunscreen for all times of the year.  
 
For your trek you will need to wear long trousers and long sleeved shirts. Gaters are not 
necessary, but can be useful. We recommend long socks to pull over your pants to avoid ants. 
And pack in an extra pair in your backpack should your socks get wet!  
 
Lightweight hiking boots are essential as hikes in the forest can take from 30 minutes to 8 
hours, you want to wear comfortable boots that you have worn many times before! Don’t try to 
walk in brand new out-the-box boots, and waterproof boots would be an added benefit.  
 
We recommend a pair of gardening gloves as you don’t want to be grabbing on to just anything 
if you need assistance in the forest. Extra protection against itchy trees or thorny branches.  
 
A lightweight rain jacket is crucial as it rains in the forest most times of the year. And with that a 
lightweight waterproof backpack to carry all your essentials.  
 
Porters are available for hire and can prove to be the best investment on your trek. They are 
there to carry your gear and help you up or down the trickier parts of the forest.  
 
There is generally no dress code at meal times at lodges, guests are most welcome to wear 
safari clothing to dinner. Remember to pack shoes in for walking around the lodge 
 
Recommended Gear Packing List :  
 

● Camera with charger and additional memory sticks 
● Travel Power Adaptor 
● Mobile phone & charger (ask your service provider about international roaming) 

 
Tablets are also useful for downtime between activities or during travel, for reading or watching 
downloaded programs. Remember to pack yours in if you wish, including charger and 
headphones.  
 
Note on wifi at lodges - if available wifi is often supplied via satellite or routed to the lodge via 
repeater and can be intermittent. It may also be restricted to either lounge or room only. Mobile 
phone signal in safari regions is also generally quite limited.  
 
Recommended Toiletries & Medical Kit List :  
 



● Basic First Aid Kit - most hotels and lodges will carry an extensive first aid kit, however 
we recommend a small personal kit with plasters, antiseptic wipes, antihistamine cream 
etc.  

● Basic Medication - hotels and lodges are not able to issue any medication to guests. 
Please do bring painkillers, anti inflammatories, anti nausea etc  

● Hotels and Lodges will provide basic toiletries including bodywash, soap and shampoo. 
Lodges will usually also supply insect repellent. When considering toiletries only pack 
basics such as toothpaste or hair conditioner to save on luggage space and weight. A 
high protection sunblock is necessary in both winter and summer in Africa.  

 
Rough guide to packing for safari :  
 
Ladies :  
 

DRY SEASON WET SEASON 

3 x T-Shirts  3 x T-Shirts  

2 x Long Sleeved Shirts  2 x Long Sleeved Shirts  

1 x Soft Shell or Fleece Jacket 1 x Lightweight Rain Jacket  

1 x Lightweight Rain Jacket 3 x Lightweight Shorts or Trousers  

3 x Lightweight Trousers or Shorts  1 x Summer Dress (Modest) 

Sandals Sandals 

Lightweight Boots  Lightweight Boots 

Swimming Costume Swimming Costume  

Sun Hat Sun Hat  

Garden Gloves Garden Gloves 

 
Gents :  
 

DRY SEASON WET SEASON 

3 x T-Shirts  3 x T-Shirts  

2 x Long Sleeved Shirts  2 x Long Sleeved Shirts  

1 x Soft Shell or Fleece Jacket 1 x Lightweight Rain Jacket  



1 x Lightweight Rain Jacket  3 x Lightweight Shorts or Trousers  

3 x Lightweight Trousers or Shorts  Safari Hat or Cap  

Sandals Sandals 

Lightweight Boots  Lightweight Boots 

Swimming Costume Swimming Costume  

Sun Hat Sun Hat 

Garden Gloves Garden Gloves 

 
IMMUNIZATIONS & MALARIA  

 
All travellers to Uganda will be required to produce a yellow fever immunization certificate. It is 
possible to obtain a vaccination waiver from your medical practitioner if the Yellow Fever 
vaccine is contraindicated for medical reasons. However be aware this may not always be 
honoured at border posts.  
 
TSETSE FLY : Tsetse fly are prevalent in parts of Uganda and are an extremely bothersome 
aspect to any journey to the wilderness destinations in Uganda. These flies have a particularly 
nasty bite which can penetrate thick fabric, and are not known to be deterred by repellent. While 
we cannot offer you advice on how to avoid entirely, we can offer advice on how to minimise 
their impact. Only wear neutral tones while travelling in Uganda. These flies are particularly 
attracted to blue and black, so avoid entirely, as well as any other bright colours. Spray all 
clothing fabric with insect repellent repeatedly throughout your day, and where possible keep 
arms and legs covered. Always travel with antihistamine or bite creams and antihistamine 
medication, as reactions to bites can be unpredictable. Tsetse Fly can transmit sleeping 
sickness, although cases of sleeping sickness are incredibly rare. 
 
Malaria is present throughout Uganda and it is recommended, although not mandatory, to take 
antimalarials. The most recent malaria risk area map included below.  

 



 
 

Map source : https://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/destinations/africa/uganda/uganda-malaria-map 
 

CURRENCY 
 

https://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/destinations/africa/uganda/uganda-malaria-map


The shilling (sign: USh; code: UGX) is the currency of Uganda. USD is widely accepted, although we 
advise withdrawing Shilling from a local ATM to use for gratuities and small incidental purchases. 
Credit cards and debit cards are accepted, but do check if credit card fees are levied as some 
instances may be up to 8% of the transaction.  
 

POWER POINTS 
 

 
 

The outlet and plug type used in Uganda is G. All outlets in Uganda provide a standard voltage 
of 240V with a frequency of 50Hz. 
 

GRATUITIES 
 
Gratuities are always at your discretion and are appreciated for good service. Gratuities are 
generally not included in any bill, however do always check your bill prior to paying as a handful 
of restaurants to levy a service charge for larger tables or during peak days. Below is a rough 
guide to tipping in Uganda, and shown as per couple. Locals in Uganda prefer to be tipped in 
local currency (Shilling), however USD is accepted :  
 

Transfer  $1 depending on distance  

Hotel or Lodge General Staff $10 per day 

Gorilla Trek Guide $50 per trek (split between all guides on trek) 

Porter $10 per trek 

Field Guide at Lodge around $20 per day  

Tracker at Lodge around $10 per day 

Gratuity at Restaurants or Bars 10-15% of total bill  

 
 
 
 


